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At  12.  20  P.  M.  Saturday  June  15.  A.  D.  1878,  a party  of 
four,  arrayed  in  suits  of  dusty  grey,  with  shawl  cases  and  lunch 
boxes  in  hand,  took  seats  in  the  Providence  and  Worcester 
cars  at  Woonsocket. 

They  proved  to  be  a delegation  from  the  G.  D.  S.  of  T.  of  R. 
I.,  members  of  Fountain  Division  No.  4,  en  route  for  the  city 
of  Buffalo  to  attend  the  31th  annual  session  of  the  National  Di- 
vision to  be  held  there. 

They,  that  is,  these  four,  soon  started  on  a hunting  expedi- 
tion through  the  cars,  to  spy  out  delegates  from  other  parts  of 
this  great  commonwealth. 

Our  efforts  were  amply  repaid  when  we  beheld  the  smiling 
face  and  grasped  the  friendly  hand  of  good  honest  Bro.  Bens- 
ley  of  Wm.  Penn  No.  8,  Pawtucket,  who  proved  a host  in  him- 
self, as  1 am  sure  the  other  sisters  can  truly  testify. 

In  due  time  we  arrived  in  Worcester,  where  we  changed 
cars  for  Gardner,  at  which  place  we  had  to  wait  more  than  an 
hour,  for  the  train  on  the  Hoosac  Tunnel  Road,  But  the  time 
did  not  hang  heavy;  as  some  proceeded  to  take  lunch;  others 
strolled  out  to  see  the  sights;  such  as  visiting  a gipsy  camp, 
climbing  a high  hill  in  quest  of  flowers  and  berries:  and  the 
brothers  were  brave  enough  to  kill  a serpent,  and  gallant  e- 
nough  to  present  it  to  one  of  the  sisters,  for  a necklace  to  be 
worn  in  memory  of  the  day. 

Once  more  in  the  cars,  we  hastened  on  our  way  amid  the  ever 
changing  but  always  grand  and  beautiful  scenery  of  the  valley 
of  the  Connecticut. 

At  eight  o^clock  we  entered  that  wonderful  work  of  human 
brains  and  hands,  the  ^'Hoosac  Tunnel. The  length  of  which 


is  four  miles  and  three  quarters  and  the  time  of  passing  through 
it,  ten  minutes. 

Arriving  on  the  other  side  of  the  tunnel  we  changed  cars 
and  amid  the  twilight  and  moonlight  journeyed  on:  arriving 
in  Troy  at  10  o^clock,  and  to  keep  things  lively,  changed  cars 
again.  Thence  on  to  Schenectady  reaching  that  city  at  11 
o^clock,  and  changing  cars  for  the  last  time  on  our  out  trip. 

June  16th.  — At  early  dawn  found  ourselves  travelling  over 
a very  level  tract  of  country.  The  scenery  consisting  chiefly 
of  flelds  of  grain,  grass  and  hops.  We  were  refreshed  at  the 
time  by  a heavy  shower.  The  rain  ceased  before  we  arrived 
in  Buflalo,  which  was  at  8 A.  M. 

Leaving  the  cars  took  seats  in  a hack  and  after  a pleasant 
drive  of  two  or  three  miles,  were  set  down  at  the  entrance  of 
the  ^Tnvalids^  and  Tourists’  Hotel, which  place  was  to  be  our 
home  while  in  the  city. 

It  is  a splendid  building  overlooking  most  of  the  city;  with 
the  Niagara  in  the  distance  and  lake  Erie  just  at  our  feet. 

Being  assignc'd  our  rooms,  (which  by  the  way  were  pleas- 
ant and  commodious,)  we  shook  off  the  dust,  -washed  up,- 
then  went  down  to  exchange  greetings  with  other  brothers  and 
sisters  who  had  arrived  from  other  states. 

In  the  evening  there  was  a temperance  meeting  held  at  St. 
James  Hall.  It  was  a good  one. 

June  nth.  — R.  1.  delegation  with  others,  took  a long  walk 
about  the  city.  Returned  by  horse  cars  to  the  hotel,  A very 
courteous  clerk  took  our  party  all  over  the  building,  even  up 
to  the  top  of  the  tower  and  down  to  the  regions  below. 

At  noon  had  the  pleasure  of  taking  Brother  Holmes  by  the 
hand,  he  having  just  put  in  an  appearance. 

At  dinner  met  G . W.  P.  Welch.  These  two  additions  inclu- 
ded all  the  delegates  from  R.  I.  After  dinner  the  hotel  coach 
four  in  hand,  was  chartered  and  the  R.  I.  delegation  with 
brothers  and  sisters  from  S.  C.,  Ohio  and  Wisconsin  took  a 
grand  ride  around  Lake  Park.  This  Park  is  owned  by  the  city 
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and  contains  a large  tract  of  land  as  you  can  well  conceive, 
when  the  fact  is  made  known  to  you  that  there  are  thirty 
miles  of  carriage  road  within  its  enclosure;  a large  lake  with 
boats  and  boat  houses,  also  a large  building,  a part  of  which 
is  used  for  a restaurant  stands  near  the  head  of  the  lake. 

The  grounds  are  made  beautiful  by  extensive  beds  of  bow- 
ers and  numerous  grass  plats  and  cool  grottos  embowered  in 
shrubbery;  besides  long  stretches  of  shade  trees. 

In  going  to  the  Park  we  passed  the  Government  Armory, 
Insane  Asylum  and  many  more  points  of  interest.  On  our  re- 
turn,we  passed  through  the  best  part  of  the  city  and  landed 
safe  home  in  season  for  supper;  all  well  pleased  with  the  trip. 

In  the  evening  attended  a session  of  a subordinate  division 
of  Buffalo.  The  W.  P.  was  a sister,  and  she  filled  the  office 
with  honor.  After  the  business  was  through  with,  the  doors 
were  thrown  open  to  the  public  and  we  had  a grand  good  tem- 
perance meeting.  Speeches  were  listened  to  from  all  the  ju- 
risdictions represented. 

June  18th.  • — In  the  morning  attended  the  session  of  the 
Grand  Division  of  Western  New  York,  and  thus  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  see  how  they  went  through  with  their  routine  of  bu- 
siness. Take  it  all  in  all,  it  was  a live  meeting.  Tffiu-e  were 
present  many  members  of  the  N.  D.  and  many  spirited  re- 
marks for  the  good  of  the  order  were  given  us. 

At  three  o^clock  P.  M.  was  held  the  first  session  of  the  Na- 
tional Division.  Sixty  one  members  answered  to  their  names, 
and  twenty  three  persons  presented  themselves  for  initiation. 
Most  of  the  time  was  spent  in  getting  started. 

In  the  evening  there  was  a reception  in  St.  James  Hall  giv- 
en by  the  G.  D.  of  W.  N.  Y.  to  the  N.  D. 

June  19th.  — The  G.  D,  of  W.  N.  Y.  gave  an  excursion  to 
the  N.  D.  It  was  a beautiful  day.  We  started  from  our  home 
at  nine  o^clock  A.  M.  in  company  with  many  others,  for  a vis- 
it to  Niagara  Falls.  The  trip  was  somewhat  varied.  First,  a 
walk  though  City  Park,  then  a ride  in  the  horse  cars  to  the 
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siutioli  oi‘ the  Canada  Soutlieni  Kail  Road;  where  we  had  time 
while  waiting,  to  crack  jokes,  eat  nuts  &c. 

In  due  time  we  were  all  stowed  away  in  the  steam  cars,  and 
passing  over  the  two  bridges  which  span  the  Niagara  river, 
we  found  ourselves  on  Canadian  soil.  Our  ride  was  mostly 
through  farming  districts.  There  were  acres  and  acres  of 
wheat,  corn  and  other  grains,  and  in  some  of  the  pastures 
were  droves  of  sheep,  beeves  and  horses.  The  dwellings  were 
mostly  low  one  story  houses,  some  of  which,  were  built  of  logs. 
After  a ride  of  twenty  miles  we  stopped  at  the  station  near 
ths  Clifton  House;  here  we  left  the  cars,  and  as  each  one  felt 
disposed,  walked  or  rode  over  the  Suspension  Bridge  to  the 
Park  on  the  American  side;  always  keeping  our  eyes  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  roaring,  foaming,  tumbling  waters  of  Niagara 
Falls.  While  in  the  Park,  the  whole  company  were  invited  to 
a free  lunch,  provided  by  the  G.  D.  of  W.  N.  Y. 

The  rest  of  the  time  was  spent  in  strolling  around  viewing 
the  Falls  from  many  of  the  different  stand  points.  While  there, 
Canada  and  Rhode  Island  shook  hands  and  nestling  close  to- 
gether under  the  shade  of  a beautiful  evergreen  tree  with  the 
waters  of  the  grand  old  Niagara  thundering  behind  us,  the  sun 
caught  up  our  shadows  and  truthfully  placed  them  on  paper. 

Without  enlarging  at  length  upon  this  day  of  wonders,  to 
us,  would  say  that  at  5.  P.  M.  we  set  face  towards  the  city 
and  at  7.  P.  M.  were  in  our  Buffalo  home.  Hurried  up,  or 
rather  down  our  suppers,  and  at  eight  oT*lock  went  up  to  the 
lecture  room  to  attend  the  adjourned  session  of  the  N.  D. 

Special  business  at  nine  oTdock  was  the  election  of  officers 
for  the  next  two  years.  Several  other  matters  of  business  were 
disposed  of  and  at  a little  after  eleven  o^clock  adjourned. 

June  20th.  — Went  into  session  at  9 o^clock  A.  M.  Opened 
in  due  form.  Business  of  the  morning;  reading  of  letters  from 
absent  members,  reports  of  committees  on  appeals  and  consti- 
tutions, which  matters  were  not  all  disposed  of  at  noon,  so  we 
took  a recess  until  2 o^clock,  when  the  subjects  in  hand  were 
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adjusted.  Then  came  reports  of  committees  on  Cadets,  Mutu- 
al Insurance,  Ceremonies  and  Kegalias.  At  three  o^clock,  the 
time  appointed  for  it,  the  election  of  place  for  holding  the  next 
session  was  proceeded  with  and  choice  was  made  of  W ashing- 
ton,  D.  C.  Then  came  more  reports,  and  as  the  evening 
shades  began  to  gather;  we  took  a short  recess  and  at  8 o^clock 
were  again  at  work.  At  9 oVdock  the  special  order  of  Install- 
ation of  Officers,  was  taken  up  and  the  members  of  our  choice 
were  installed.  After  this  came  short  speeches,  sandwiched 
in  with  reports  and  such  other  other  matters  as  usually  come 
in  at  the  last  moments  of  the  last  session  of  business  meetings. 
At  eleven  oT^lock  P.  M.  the  National  Division  closed  its 
Thirty  Fourth  Annual  Session,  to  meet  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
Tuesday  June  I7th  18T9,  for  its  Thirty  Fifth  Session. 

Although  the  hour  was  late,  we  lingered  to  exchange  our 
words  of  friendship  and  kind  wishes,  and  with  clasped  hands 
said  our  fond  ''good  byes’’  praying  God’s  blessing  upon  each 
and  all,  that  we  might  be  spared  to  greet  each  other  at  our 
next  annual  reunion. 

Before  the  dawn  of  another  day,  some  of  us  were  to  seperate 
going  in  all  directions  in  the  States;  some  to  the  Queen’s  do- 
mains and  some  to  their  home  in  the  isle  of  the  sea. 

The  E.  I.  delegates  bade  each  other  adieu  in  the  early  morn. 
One  brother  and  sister  took  passage  on  an  out  bound  train  for 
a visit  to  friends  living  near  Michigan  Creek.  One  brother 
sped  on  his  way  to  the  city  of  Brotherly  Love:  while  the  oth- 
ers turned  their  faces  homeward,  going  by  rail  to  Albany, 
thence  sailing  down  the  Hudson  to  New  York  where  they 
made  a short  tarry,  then  on  again  to  their  homes  in  the  valley 
of  the  Blackstone.  Where  at  last  they  all  arrived  in  good 
’health  and  spirits,  glad  to  be  welcomed  home  by  the  brothers 
and  sisters  of  Fountain  Division,  No.  4,  Sons  of  Temperance. 
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